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By the place where Mahatma Gandhi studied took me to flashback. Where I have
learned about Gandhiji and his religiosity. Though Gandhiji viewed himself as a
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Hindu, he also maintained that a person could describe himself as a Hindu & yet
not believe in idol worship. He almost never visited temples and everything in his
conduct suggest that he remained indifferent to temple going experience, yet no
one made as concerted an attempt as he did to open up Hindu temples to Dalits.
Indeed, it is Gandhiji’s attempt to open up hindu temple to Dalits that earned him
the wrath of Ambedkar. But the conundrums do not end here. The routine life of
Gandhiji included community singing of bhajans or devotional song at the
ashrams set up by him.

From amoung various bhajans, ‘Vaishnava Janto tene re kahiye’ was one of
Mahatma Gandhiji’s favourite bhajans. Written by Narsingh Mehta, a saint-poet
from 15" century Gujarat, the song that carries a potent message of empathy,
humility, truth, equality & spirituality for the followers of Visnu, but which
would equally be a message for everyone particularly in these times of
intolerance, hatred and self- aggrandisement.

Thus, Gandhiji’s unbound affection for this composition is as good a way as any
to gauge the Mahatma’s religious sensibility.

Vaishnavvism- which takes its name from the god Vishnu which was an
important part of religious milieu in which Gandhiji grew into adolescence and in
the opening chapter of his autobiography Gandhiji describes his mother as a
saintly woman for whom a visit to ‘Vaishnava temple’ was one of her daily
routines. Thus, Narsi’s bhajan or devotional song , permitted him to enter into
stale of being a true vaishnav.

In this composition, Narsingh Mehta says that one who is a vaishnav knows the
pain of others, does good to others without letting pride enter his mind.

A vaishnav, tolerates and praises the entire world, does not speak of others,
keeps his promises, actions and thoughts pure.

A vaishnav sees everything equally, rejects greed and avarice, respect women as
he respects his own mother. Though his tongue may tire he will utter no untruth,
he never touches property of others.

A vaishnav does not succumb to worldly attachments, he has renounced lust of
all types and anger. The poet Narsi will like to see such a person by whose virtue,
the entire family gets salvation.

Thus, this beautiful heart felt song touches all
people regardless of religion. The song defines
who is a vaishnav ? It does not mention about
religion, caste, creed, food habits, holy
clothing, rituals etc. More likely it speaks
about humility. :
Thus, I would like to say that no one in this world is 1dea1 but this does not mean
we give up. Take challenges & try become a better person, try to be a vaishnav.
What is the better time than the time that we all live in to remember and follow
Gandhiji’s favourable bhajan, where people fight in the name of religion, what
they should eat and what not, and all such petty things.
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Thus, I would like to end up by wishing and praying that let all people awaken to
the spirit and meaning of this bhajan and be sensitive to the pains and sufferings
of others. If this happens the entire world will get salvation.
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By the place where Mahatma Gandhi studied took me to flashback. Where I have
learned about Gandhiji and his religiosity. Though Gandhiji viewed himself as a
Hindu but he also maintained that a person could view himself as a Hindu & yet
not believe in idol worship. He almost never visited temples and everything in his
conduct suggest that he remained indifferent to temple going experience, but no
one did as concerted an effort as he did to open the Hindu temples to Dalits.
Indeed, it is Gandhiji’s attempt to open up hindu temple to Dalits that earned him
the wrath of Ambedkar. But the conundrums do not end here. The daily routine
of Gandhiji included community singing of bhajans or devotional song in the
Ashrams set up by him. He asked vocalist & music instrumentalist Vishnu
Digambar Palukar to depute a disciple who would conduct there sessions in
Sabarmati Ashram. Thus, Paluskar sent his disciple Narayan Khare to the
Ashram. Khare’s main responsibility was compiling the Ashram’s bhajanawali or
prayer book containing bhajan and other devotional songs.

Vaishnav Janto te ne re kahiye was one of Mahatma Gandhi’s favourite bhajan.
Written by Narsingh Mehta, a saint poet of 15™ century Gujarat, this song has a
potent message of empathy, humility, equality, truth and religiosity and
spirituality to the followers of Vishnu, but which could equally be a message to
everyone, particularly in these times of intolerance, hatred and self
aggrandisement.

This bhajan has remained favourite among Hindustani vocalist and
instrumentalist. Sung or recited in solo recitals or duets this bhajan has often been
treated musically as a dhun or a melody which can be elaborated. Anchored in
khamaj , a raag which is popular for its thumris and dadras, this bhajan seems to
have been treated almost like a thumri.
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Thus, Gandhiji’s unbound affection for this composition is as good a way as any
to gauge Gandhiji’s religious sensibility. Vaishnavism- which gets its name from
god Vishnu is an important part of religious milieu in which Gandhiji grew into
adolescence, and in the earlier chapters of his autobiography, he mentions his
mother as a saintly woman for whom visit to vaishnava temple was one of her
daily routines. Infact Narsingh’s bhajan, or devotional song permitted Gandhiji to
come in state of being a true vaishnava.

In this composition, Narsingh Mehta says that a vaishnav, is one who knows the
pains of others, does good to others without letting pride enter his mind.

A vaishnav, tolerates and procures the entre world, does not think ill of others,
keeps his thoughts, promises and action pure.

A vaishnav, sees everything equally, rejects greed and avarice, respects women
as he respects his own mother. Even though his tongue tire he will utter no
untruth. He never touches the property of others.

A vaishnav, does not succumb to the worldly attachments, he has from renounced
lust of all type and anger. The poet, Narsingh Mehta wants to meet such a person
by whose virtue, the entire family gets salvation.

This composition was sung when Gandhiji commenced a almost 250 mile walk
to the sea in 1930. He was handed his walking stick by one of his close
companion Kaka Kalelkar and Narayan Khare sang vaishnav Jan to . This bhajan
remained in the mouth of Gandhiji and his companions thought the Dandi
March.

This beautiful heart felt song touches everyone regardless of the religion. This
composition defines a true vaishnava. It does not mentions any religion, caste,
creed, food habits, religious clothing, rituals etc. Infact, more likely it talks about
humility.

Thus, no one can become ideal but this does not mean we give up. Take
challenges and try to become a better person, try to become a vaishnav.

What is the better time than this that we live in to remember and follow
Gandhiji’s favourite bhajan where people fight in the name of region, what they
should eat and what not, and all such petty things.

In the end I would wish and pray that let all people awaken to the true spirit and
meaning of this bhajan and be sensitive to the sufferings & pains of other/s. If
this happens the whole world with get salvation.
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